Epidemiology and outcome in renal failure.
Acute renal failure (ARF) in the ICU patient usually occurs as part of a wider multiple organ dysfunction, and is associated with mortality rates of around 50%. Differences in definitions make comparing study populations difficult and moves are being made to improve uniformity, and to recognize that ARF is not a single event but a continuous process from mild renal dysfunction through to complete organ failure requiring renal replacement therapy. In this review we will discuss the epidemiology of ARF within the limitations imposed by comparing studies that use different definitions and focus on different patient populations.